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Hospital Mixup Girl 
Changes Her Parents 

During May, 1919, daughters were 
born on successive days in an Atlanta, 
Georgia, hospital to Mrs. John C. Gar- 
ner and Mrs. Daniel L. Pittman. There 
was a mixup in the hospital nursery and 
it could not be determined definitely 
which child was which. The Garners 
were not satisfied that the child eventu- 
ally awarded to them by the hospital au- 
thorities was theirs, and they took the 
matter to court. While the case was 
pending, the baby given to them died. 

A 1920 court ruling held that the girl 
awarded to the Pittmans whom they 
named Louise Madeline, should remain 
with them until she became of age to de- 
cide for herself which parents she would 
choose to live with and consider hers. 

Last week pretty Louise Madeline, 17 
years old, paid a visit to the Garners at 
Macon, Georgia, and after a day or so 
said that she believed Mr. and Mrs. 
Garner were her parents; their three 
daughters, her sisters. She wanted hence- 
forth to live with them, she said, declar- 
ing, “We look so much alike.” 

Accompanied by Mrs. Garner she 
went back to Atlanta “to straighten 
things out” with the Pittmans. As dur- 
ing the trial in 1920, a blood test has 
been suggested as a possible way of de- 
termining whose child she is, but even 
that is not a certain means of establishing 
her true identity. 

It was on a case somewhat like this 
that King Solomon’s reputation for wis- 
dom was founded. Ascending to the 
throne of his father. King David, in a 
dream he asked God for wisdom with 
which to rule the nation of Israel, and 
God told him his request had been 
granted. Shortly thereafter two women 
appeared before him and one of them 
told this story: 

Living in the same house with the 
other woman, a boy had been born to 
her, and three days later a boy was born 
to the other woman. One night the later 
overlaid her child and it died. Discover- 


ing this while the first woman slept, she 
exchanged the children, and when the 
first woman started in the morning to 
nurse the child beside her it was dead. 
But after studying its features, she was 
convinced it was not her child, but that 
hers was the living boy. 

The other woman denied this story. 
So they stood before the king, each de- 
claring the living child was hers. 

“And the king said, ‘Bring me a 
sword.' And they brought a sword be- 
fore the king. And the king said, ‘Divide 
the living child in two, and give half to 
the one, and half to the other.’ 

“Then spake the woman whose the 
living child was unto the king, for her 
bowels yearned upon her son, and she 
said, ‘O my lord, give her the living 
child, and in no wise slay it.’ But the 
other said, ‘Let it be neither mine nor 
thine, but divide it.’ 

“Then the king answered and said, 
‘Give her the living child, and in no 
wise slay it: she is the mother thereof.’ ” 

Probably God alone knows whether 
Mrs. Pittman or Mrs. Garner is the par- 
ent of Louise Madeline. And it is a sol-, 
emn thought that He alone knows many 
who are His. There is little in their lives 
to evidence to the world that they belong 
to Him and not to Satan. Possibly in the 
touching scene of the true mother be- 
seeching Solomon to give the living child 
to the other woman rather than divide it, 
there is pictured the unfathomable love 
of God for His own as when through the 
Apostle Paul he instructed an assembly 
of Christians to deliver one of their 
number guilty of a terrible crime "unto 
Satan for the destruction of the flesh, 
that the spirit may be saved in the day 
of the Lord Jesus.” 

And the case of Louise Madeline de- 
.ciding to live henceforth with the Gar- 
ners and to be called their daughter is 
akin to the case of Moses. At a time 
when Pharaoh was putting to death 
every male child born to the Israelites, 
Moses’ mother hid him in a basket of 
bullrushes among the flags beside the 
river. Pharaoh's daughter found him and 


brought him up as her own child. 
Taught in all the wisdom of Egypt, all 
its wealth and pleasures his to command, 
Moses one day made a choice between 
these and identification with the down- 
trodden, despised Israelites. Scripture re- 
cords that choice in these words : 

“By faith Moses, when he was come 
to years, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh’s daughter; choosing rather to 
suffer affliction with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 
season; esteeming the reproach of Christ 
greater riches than the treasures in 
Egypt: for he had respect unto the rec- 
ompence of the reward.” 

Today boys and girls, men and women 
coming to a time of decision, must make 
their choice between “the pleasures of 
sin for a season” and “the reproach of 
Christ.” The way is open for everyone 
to become a child of God, but each one 
must choose between accepting the Lord 
Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord, and 
continuing as a child of Satan. 

“As many as received Him (the Lord 
Jesus Christ) ,” says John, 1:12, “to them 
gave He power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believed on His 
name: which were born, not of blood, 
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God.” 

Louise Madeline made her choice. So 
each one of us must choose. There is no 
neutral ground. There can be no divided 
allegiance. It must be God or Satan. 
“Choose ye this day whom ye will 


Challenge Unanswered 

Nineteen hundred years ago the Lord 
Jesus Christ challenged His critics: 
“Which of you convinceth Me of sin?” 
None then or since has successfully an- 
swered that challenge. 

For nearly nineteen hundred years the 
complete written Word of God has chal- 
lenged its critics: “Which of you con- 
vinceth Me of error?” None has ever 
successfully answered that challenge. 


Mussolini Ageless” ; 
Birthday Not Observed 

A few days ago Premier Benito Mus- 
solini of Italy passed his 5.?rd birthday. 

“In accordance with the wishes of the 
Dictator whose government vaunts the 
ageless youth principle,” says News 
Week, “the anniversary passed officially 
unnoticed.” 

Whether officially recognized or not, 
Mussolini was one year older" than he 
was at the same date of the preceding 
year, his body a year nearer decay, and, 
of course, so is everyone a year older 
each anniversary of their birth. 

But Scripture offers the strange para- 
dox of One Who was taken avyay in the 
midst of His days, cut off out of the land 
of the living, yet to Whom God said: 

“Thy years are throughout all genera- 
tions. Of old hast Thou laid the founda- 
tions of the earth: and the heavens are 
the work of Thy hands. They shall per- 
ish, but Thou shah endure: yea, all of 
them wax old as doth a garment; as a 
vesture shalt Thou change them, and 
they shall be changed. But Thou art the 
same, and Thy years shall have no end.” 

That one is the Lord Jesus Christ, cru- 
cified on Calvary’s cross, buried, risen 
from the dead the third day and now 
seated at the right hand of Majesty on 
high, never again to suffer, never again 
to die. 

He imparts unending years, eternal 
life, eternal youth, unbounded strength 
to all Who trust him as Saviour. 

“They shall renew their strength; they 
shall mount up with wings as eagles; 
they shall run and not be weary; and 
they shall walk, and not faint” (Isaiah, 
40:.?1). 
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